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The City of Brass: The DaevaB?d Trilogy Band 1

Introduction to the DaevaB?d Trilogy and "The City of Brass"

The City of Brass: The DaevaB?d Trilogy Band 1 is the captivating opening installment of S.A.
Chakraborty's acclaimed fantasy series that transports readers into a richly woven world inspired by
Middle Eastern mythology, history, and folklore. Published in 2017, this novel introduces a complex
universe filled with magical djinn, mortal humans, ancient secrets, political intrigue, and powerful
artifacts. The story's compelling characters, intricate world-building, and layered storytelling have
garnered critical praise and a dedicated readership.

This article aims to explore the depths of "The City of Brass," examining its plot, characters, themes,
and significance within the broader trilogy, while also analyzing its impact on the fantasy genre.

Overview of the Setting and World-Building

The World of DaevaB?d

The novel unfolds in a universe where the mortal world intersects with the dreamlike, magical realm
of the djinn, known as DaevaB?d. This city?an ancient, sprawling metropolis?is a hub of culture,
politics, and mysticism. It exists alongside the mortal realm but is hidden from most humans,
accessible only through magical portals or specific knowledge.

Key Locations within DaevaB?d

- The Royal Palace: The seat of power for the ruling family of the djinn, filled with intricate
architecture, secret chambers, and divine relics.

- The Bazaar: A bustling marketplace where magical artifacts, rare spices, and enchanted objects
are traded.

- The Hidden Courts: Secret chambers where political machinations and mystical negotiations
occur.

- The City Walls: Strong fortifications that have protected DaevaB?d through centuries of conflict.

Cultural and Mythological Influences
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Chakraborty draws heavily from Middle Eastern legends, incorporating elements like djinn, ifrits,
marids, and other mythic beings. The novel blends historical inspiration with fantasy, creating a
universe that feels both ancient and alive.

Main Characters and Their Roles

Nahri

- A young woman with no memory of her past, living in Cairo.
- An intuitive healer with latent magical abilities.
- Her journey begins when she unwittingly summons a djinn, setting off a chain of events.

Dara

- A powerful and enigmatic djinn warrior.
- Bound by a complex past, torn between loyalty and personal desire.
- His relationship with Nahri is central to the narrative.

Prince Ali

- A charismatic and ambitious djinn prince.
- Struggles with the expectations of his throne and his personal convictions.
- His political ambitions drive much of the story's intrigue.

Other Notable Characters

- Muntadhir: Prince Ali's elder brother and rival.
- Safiya: A powerful healer and ally to Nahri.
- Viza: A cunning courtesan with her own secret agendas.

Plot Summary and Major Themes

The Inciting Incident

Nahri, a healer from Cairo, inadvertently summons a djinn in a moment of desperation. This act
draws her into the mystical world of DaevaB?d, where her true identity begins to unravel. Her
accidental summons reveals her connection to ancient magic and sets her on a perilous path.

Published by: www.buysmarter.de Page 2 of 9



The city of brass the daevabad trilogy band 1 Online PDF Vol. 2026, Issue 7

The Political Intrigue

The novel explores the complex political landscape of DaevaB?d, featuring:

- Power struggles among djinn factions.
- Alliances and betrayals involving human and djinn characters.
- The tension between tradition and change within the djinn society.

The Quest for the Nahid

A central element of the plot is the search for the Nahid, a legendary artifact with immense power.
Its discovery could shift the balance of power in DaevaB?d, making it a highly coveted object.

Themes Explored

- Identity and Self-Discovery: Nahri?s journey to understand her origins and her true nature.
- Power and Corruption: How the pursuit of power can lead to moral decay.
- Cultural Heritage: The importance of history, tradition, and cultural identity.
- Love and Loyalty: Romantic and platonic relationships that challenge characters' loyalties.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Rich Descriptive Prose

Chakraborty?s writing vividly captures the sensory details of DaevaB?d?from its bustling markets to
its mystical rituals. Her use of language immerses readers into a world that feels tangible and alive.

Multiple Perspectives

The novel employs multiple viewpoints, providing a layered understanding of events and
characters? motivations. This technique enhances the complexity of the narrative and allows
readers to see the world from various angles.

Incorporation of Mythology

The author seamlessly weaves Middle Eastern myths into her storytelling, enriching the narrative
with authenticity and depth. This approach also educates readers about cultural folklore while
entertaining.
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Significance and Impact of "The City of Brass"

Breaking Stereotypes in Fantasy

Unlike traditional Western fantasy, which often centers on European mythology, Chakraborty?s work
elevates Middle Eastern mythology, offering diversity within the genre. It challenges stereotypes and
broadens the scope of fantasy storytelling.

World-Building Excellence

"The City of Brass" sets a high standard for detailed, immersive fantasy worlds. Its intricate political
systems, cultural nuances, and mythic elements serve as a blueprint for future fantasy works.

Encouraging Cultural Appreciation

The novel fosters appreciation for Middle Eastern culture and history, promoting inclusivity and
representation in fantasy literature.

Critical Reception and Awards

- Praised for its originality and depth.
- Nominated for several awards, including the British Fantasy Award.
- Recognized for its compelling characters and rich storytelling.

The Broader Series Context

The DaevaB?d Trilogy Overview

- Book 1: The City of Brass ? Introduction to the world, characters, and central conflicts.
- Book 2: The Kingdom of Copper ? Expands the political landscape and deepens character arcs.
- Book 3: The Empire of Gold ? Concludes the trilogy with resolution and revelations.

Plot Development Across the Series

The trilogy explores themes of power, identity, and cultural legacy, with each book building upon the
previous installment?s foundation.

Conclusion: The Legacy of "The City of Brass"
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"The City of Brass" stands out as a landmark work in modern fantasy, blending cultural authenticity
with imaginative storytelling. Its successful portrayal of Middle Eastern mythology not only enriches
the genre but also provides a fresh perspective that resonates with diverse audiences.
Chakraborty's masterful world-building, complex characters, and thematic depth make this novel a
must-read for fantasy enthusiasts and those interested in cultural storytelling.

As the gateway to the DaevaB?d trilogy, "The City of Brass" invites readers into a world of magic,
intrigue, and self-discovery?an enduring testament to the power of myth and storytelling. Its
influence continues to grow, inspiring writers and readers alike to explore new worlds rooted in rich
cultural tapestries.
 
The City of Brass: An Enchanting Dive into the Daeva World of the Daevabad Trilogy Band 1

The City of Brass, the captivating first installment of S.A. Chakraborty?s Daevabad Trilogy, beckons
readers into a richly woven tapestry of Middle Eastern-inspired fantasy worlds. From its intricately
crafted setting to its complex characters and intricate political machinations, this novel has garnered
widespread acclaim for redefining the genre and immersing readers in a universe teeming with
magic, myth, and moral ambiguity. As an introduction to Chakraborty?s masterful storytelling, The
City of Brass offers a compelling blend of adventure, cultural depth, and nuanced world-building that
leaves a lasting impression.

Overview of the Book

The City of Brass introduces us to Nahri, a young woman living in Cairo with a mysterious past and
a knack for healing magic. Her life takes an extraordinary turn when she inadvertently summons a
djinn warrior named Dara during a ritual, thrusting her into the hidden world of the djinn and other
supernatural entities. The novel then unfolds across multiple locations, primarily focusing on the city
of Daevabad, the legendary capital of the djinn, a city rife with political intrigue, social upheaval, and
ancient secrets.

Set against the backdrop of a richly imagined Middle Eastern fantasy universe, The City of Brass
intricately explores themes of identity, power, and morality. As Nahri navigates her newfound role
amid palace conspiracies and ethnic tensions, readers are invited into a world that is as dangerous
as it is mesmerizing. Chakraborty?s storytelling seamlessly combines folklore, history, and fantasy,
creating an immersive experience that appeals to fans of complex world-building and
character-driven narratives.

World-Building and Setting

Vivid Cultural and Mythological Influences

Published by: www.buysmarter.de Page 5 of 9



The city of brass the daevabad trilogy band 1 Online PDF Vol. 2026, Issue 7

One of the most remarkable aspects of The City of Brass is its lush, detailed world-building.
Chakraborty draws heavily from Middle Eastern history, mythology, and folklore, creating a universe
where djinn, marid, ghul, and other supernatural beings coexist with humans, often in hidden or
secret societies. The cultural references are authentic and respectful, evoking a sense of depth and
history that enriches the narrative.

The city of Daevabad itself is a character in its own right?a sprawling, vibrant metropolis filled with
bustling markets, majestic palaces, treacherous alleys, and secret chambers. The descriptions of
the city?s architecture, geography, and social strata make it palpable, allowing readers to vividly
imagine its sights, sounds, and smells.

Complex Political Landscape

Daevabad?s political landscape is multifaceted, with a ruling Qahtani dynasty and various factions
vying for power. The novel explores themes of ethnicity, class, and religious identity through the
tensions between the djinn tribes, the Qasida, and the Qahtani rulers. Chakraborty masterfully
depicts the nuances of political maneuvering, alliances, betrayals, and the quest for legitimacy.

This intricate setting provides a fertile ground for suspense and intrigue, as characters grapple with
their loyalties and moral dilemmas. The detailed world-building ensures that the stakes feel real and
immediate, heightening the reader?s investment in the characters' journeys.

Characters and Character Development

Nahri: The Reluctant Heroine

Nahri?s character arc is central to the novel?s emotional core. Initially portrayed as a resourceful but
somewhat naive healer with no knowledge of her true origins, her journey is one of self-discovery
and empowerment. Chakraborty skillfully develops her through internal conflicts, cultural dilemmas,
and her evolving understanding of her powers and identity.

Nahri?s interactions with other key characters?particularly Dara, Ali, and Muntadhir?add layers of
complexity. Her moral compass is tested repeatedly, making her a relatable and dynamic
protagonist.

Dara: The Warrior and Protector

Dara, the fierce and honorable djinn warrior, is a standout character whose loyalty and sense of duty
are continually challenged by political machinations and personal desires. His backstory and internal
struggles are gradually revealed, making him a compelling figure of strength and vulnerability.
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Supporting Cast and Their Roles

The novel features a diverse array of supporting characters, from princes and courtiers to rebels and
spies. Each has their motives, secrets, and development arcs, contributing to a richly textured
narrative. Chakraborty excels at giving depth to even minor characters, making Daevabad feel like a
living, breathing city with layered inhabitants.

Thematic Exploration

Power, Identity, and Morality

The City of Brass explores how power corrupts and how identity shapes one?s actions. Characters
grapple with their heritage, societal expectations, and personal morals, often finding themselves
caught between conflicting loyalties. The novel questions notions of destiny and free will, prompting
readers to consider what it means to be truly powerful or righteous.

Ethnic and Cultural Tensions

A significant theme is the tension between different ethnic groups and social classes within
Daevabad. Chakraborty thoughtfully examines prejudice, colonialism, and the desire for autonomy,
making the novel not only a fantasy adventure but also a reflection on real-world issues.

Magic and Mythology

Magic in the novel is deeply rooted in cultural mythology, with unique systems of healing, elemental
control, and curse-breaking. The author?s imaginative approach to magical systems enhances the
world and provides exciting moments of wonder and discovery.

Writing Style and Pacing

Chakraborty?s prose is elegant, evocative, and accessible, balancing rich descriptions with brisk
pacing. The novel shifts seamlessly between action scenes, political dialogues, and introspective
moments, maintaining momentum without sacrificing depth.

The narrative structure employs multiple viewpoints, offering diverse perspectives that enrich the
story. While this can occasionally lead to complex timelines, it ultimately provides a comprehensive
view of the world and its inhabitants.

Strengths and Features
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- Rich Cultural Inspiration: Authentic Middle Eastern influences woven seamlessly into fantasy
elements.

- Complex Characters: Deeply developed protagonists and compelling secondary characters.
- Intricate Plot: Political intrigue, betrayals, and moral dilemmas keep readers engaged.
- Immersive World-Building: Vivid descriptions and detailed settings create a believable universe.
- Thematic Depth: Explores issues like identity, power, ethnicity, and morality with nuance.

Weaknesses and Criticisms

- Pacing Variability: Some readers might find certain sections slower, especially detailed political
discussions.

- Multiple Viewpoints: The shifting perspectives can occasionally be confusing or disrupt
immersion.

- Complex World-Building: While a strength, it may feel overwhelming to some new readers
unfamiliar with Middle Eastern folklore.

- Setup for Sequels: As the first book, some plot threads are left open, which might frustrate
readers seeking complete resolution.

Conclusion and Final Thoughts

The City of Brass stands out as a masterful debut in fantasy literature, blending myth, history, and
adventure into a compelling narrative tapestry. Chakraborty?s world-building is meticulous, her
characters multi-dimensional, and her themes profoundly resonant. The novel appeals not only to
fans of fantasy but also to readers interested in cultural storytelling and political drama.

While it demands patience and attention to detail, the payoff is a richly immersive experience that
challenges perceptions and invites reflection. Whether you?re drawn to the allure of ancient magic,
the intrigue of royal courts, or complex characters navigating moral gray areas, The City of Brass
offers a captivating journey into a fantastical Middle Eastern universe that promises even greater
adventures ahead in the subsequent volumes of the trilogy.

Pros:

- Deep cultural and mythological influences
- Complex, relatable characters
- Intricate political and social themes
- Vivid, immersive world-building
- Thought-provoking themes
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Cons:

- Slow pacing at times
- Multiple viewpoints may be confusing
- Heavy world-building can be overwhelming for newcomers
- Some plot threads remain unresolved, leading into sequels

Overall, The City of Brass is a must-read for anyone seeking a richly layered fantasy that expands
the horizons of the genre and offers an authentic glimpse into a mystical, culturally rich world.
Chakraborty?s debut sets a high standard and leaves readers eager for the next installments in the
Daevabad Trilogy.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the main plot of 'The City of Brass' in The Daevabad Trilogy? The novel
follows Nahri, a skilled con artist in 18th-century Cairo who discovers her true identity as a Nahid
healer and becomes embroiled in the political intrigue of the hidden magical city of Daevabad, where
djinn and other supernatural beings vie for power. Who are the main characters introduced in 'The
City of Brass'? The primary characters include Nahri, a talented healer and con artist; Dara, a
mysterious and powerful djinn warrior; and Prince Ali, the heir to the Daevabad throne, each
navigating complex political and personal conflicts. What themes are explored in 'The City of Brass'?
The novel explores themes of identity, power, prejudice, loyalty, and the complexities of cultural and
religious differences within a richly imagined magical Middle Eastern-inspired world. Is 'The City of
Brass' suitable for young adult readers? While the book features some violence and dark themes, it
is primarily aimed at adult readers and older teens who enjoy intricate world-building, political
intrigue, and fantasy elements. How does 'The City of Brass' set up the rest of The Daevabad
Trilogy? The novel introduces the intricate political landscape of Daevabad, establishes key
character relationships, and sets the stage for subsequent conflicts and revelations that unfold in the
series. What inspired the world-building in 'The City of Brass'? Author S.A. Chakraborty drew
inspiration from Middle Eastern history, folklore, and Islamic mythology to craft a rich, culturally
diverse fantasy setting that feels both familiar and fantastical. Are there any significant mythological
influences in 'The City of Brass'? Yes, the series incorporates various elements from Middle Eastern
mythology, such as djinn, ifrit, and magical healing traditions, blending them seamlessly into the
fantasy narrative. 

 
Related keywords: Daevabad Trilogy, The City of Brass, The City of Brass Band 1, Nahri, Dara,
Ali, Qurat, Middle Eastern fantasy, Islamic mythology, Daevabad city
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